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Venetians were forced to yield their Oriental trading sta-
tions, their various channels of intercourse with India
,were successively closed, and, after the capture of Con-
stantinople, the Republic was left with only an inter-
mittent trade through Alexandria, which was subject to
the caprice of the Mameluke rulers of Egypt, and was
also under the ban of the Pope. In addition to this,
Venice became involved in ceaseless struggles with Lom-
bard}', the Eomagna, and Naples. But the final blow to
her Eastern trade was struck by the discovery by Portugal
of the Cape route to India, when Portuguese ships were
enabled to bring home the various products of the East far
more cheaply than by the former route through Egypt.

In the following pages an endeavour has been made to
trace, seriatim, all the principal events connected with
the rise of the Portuguese Nation, and with the develop-
ment and decline of their Eastern Empire. It is not
necessary to enlarge further on the principal topic of the
work in this introduction, beyond stating that it aspires
to be nothing more than a compilation from various Por-
tuguese and Spanish publications, amplified from pub-
lished and some unpublished records of the Portuguese
Government relating to India ; from English publications
and records of the East India Company ; and in a few
instances from Dutch publications and records. It must
not be supposed that within the limited compass of two
volumes the history of the Portuguese in India could be
dealt with in an exhaustive manner. A history extending
over four hundred years, filled with stirring events of dis-
covery, trade, conquest, and defeat, might well claim a
small library to itself for a full account of the events that
occurred within that period in connection with the Portu-